around the head. The upper front teeth were inlaid
with disks of iron pyrites and brilliantly polished
jade, and he wore a multiple-strand necklace of
jade, pearl, and shell beads, interspersed with two
magnificently carved jade pendants—one with in-
cised glyphs on the back. Across his stomach were
hundreds of small tubular and flat jade beads, ap-
parently from a beaded ornament. On each side of
the head were two small jade flares, each with a
shell backing and a pearl bead in front. These
were the ear ornaments. Over the body and the
litter had been laid mats which protected them from
the falling wet plaster, masons’ tools, and plumb-
bob as the Maya were adding the vault over the
rock pit.

Twelve pottery vessels rested on a bench at the
north end and were not covered with mats, so that
the plaster splashed them much as if one stood
under a plasterer or painter today. The tomb vault
was built up and then capstones were added, with
the last apparently being the center capstone, which
was smoothed with plaster and painted with a large
red cinnabar dot. Several layers of flint and obsidian
chips were added as the fill was built up over the
capstones of the tomb, and construction of the next
pyramid and temple followed immediately.
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