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ANCIENT SEAPORTS

(Continued from Page 10)

Zikri ceremonial circles were seen but nothing
suggesting occupation of either a permanent or
temporary nature.

A comfortable twenty-hour ride atop the wheel-
house of a country-craft type boat and we were
back in Karachi on November 16th, fully satisfied
with the results of our survey. Concrete evidence
had been found to support the theory of Harappan
sea trade with the West. The recent discoveries by
Indian archaeologists of actual Harappan shipping
docks at Lothal, north of Bombay, add further
evidence that the Harappans were engaged in
Arabian Sea trade. Just what percentage of this
trade was conducted with Mesopotamia and the
Persian Gulf area is unknown. Southern Iran,
Arabia, and possibly East Africa may have partici-
pated in at least part of the trading activities. The
task for archaeologists now is vertical investigation
in the Makran area. A highly desirable project
would be the full-scale excavation of a site in the
Kej Valley, near the head of either of the two major
routes from the sea guarded by Sutkagen-dor and
Sotka-koh. This could provide sound archaeological
evidence of trade and contact with the West by both
the sea and the natural land route along the Kej
Valley, as well as information on relations between
the Harappans and their Baluchistan neighbors. z.
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