MUSEUM MOSAIC

People, Places, Projects

The University of Pennsylvania Museum received sionals and university students planning to spe-
a grant of $30,000 from the Trust for Mutual cialize in museology. Ms. Wakely described edu-
Understandingto facilitate AN EXCHANGE OF cation programs at the UPM and Dr. Norcini,
MUSEUM PROFESSIONALS between the UPM and presented a structural analysis of the UPM

the National Museum of Mongolian History as one example of an American university
(NMMH) in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. The ex- museum. The trip was not all work, however.

change will enable the museums to continue
planninga traveling exhibit on 20th century
Mongolia, and to form a “sister museum” rela-
tionship that should continue for several years.
In September 1999, Dr. Paula Sabloff, Senior
Research Scientist and Curator of the proposed
exhibit, was joined in Ulaanbaatar by Dr. Marilyn
Norcini, Associate Director for Collections and
Exhibitions, and Gillian Wakely, Assistant Direc-
tor for Education, all of the UPM, for a two-
week visit to the NMMH. The staff of both muse-
ums started selecting objects for the exhibit and
shared information about collecting, cataloguing,

and displaying materials. In addition, the UPM

staff learned about Mongolian culture to help A case in a NMMH gallery displays tradi-
them understand the context of the exhibit. tional dress, representing the diverse eth-

Marilyn Norciniand Gillian Wakely pre- nicities that constitute Mongolian culture.
sented a lecture to Mongolian museum profes- Photo by Marilyn Norcini

Dr. Idshinnorov and Dr, Paula Sabloff in the seats of honor at a The hospitality extended to the UPM staff by the NMMH

ger restaurant during a lunch hosted by the National Museum included a field trip into the countryside outside Ulaanbaatar,
of Mongolian History. where they visited a ger, a traditional felt and canvas shelter.
Photo by Marilyn Norcini Photo by Gillian Wakely. (l. to r.) Mrs. ldshinnorov, Dr. Idshinnorov,

Dr. Marilyn Norcini, Dr. Nansalmaa, Mr. Hadaa (Treasurer, NMMH)
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Along with the dialogue on museum issues,
there were opportunities to meet and confer
informally at special dinners and outings.

In early November the Director of the
NMMH, Dr. Idshinnorov, and three staff mem-
bers, Dr. Bumaa, Curator of Twentieth-century
History and Co-curator of our planned exhibit,
Ms. Eliot Bikales, American volunteer and
Co-curator of our planned exhibit, and Dr.
Nansalmaa, Associate Director and Curator of
Mongolian Ethnography, traveled to the UPM to
learn about American museums and to continue
planningthe exhibit.

This museum exchange is the first step toward
creating an exhibit on how Mongolia sought
democracy and on what life in Mongolia was
like under three different, successive political sys-
tems: feudal domination by the Chinese at the
beginning of the 20th century, communist rule
from the 1920s to 1989, and democratic govern-
ment starting in 1990.

The University of Pennsylvania
Museum on the Road

“Treasures from the Royal Tombs of Ur”
October 17, 1999-January 17,2000
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery,Washington, DC

February 20, 2000-April 23, 2000
Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, Ohio

“Searching for Ancient Egypt: Art,Architecture
and Artifacts from the University of
Pennsylvania Museum”

October 3, 1999—January 16,2000

Birmingham Museum of Art,

Birmingham, Alabama

March 15,2000 —July 23,2000
Honolulu Academy of Arts, Honolulu, Hawaii

“Roman Glass: Reflections on Cultural Change”
September 10, 1999—January 9, 2000
Frank H. McClung Museum, Knoxville, Tennessee

46 EXPEDITION 41/3

October g, 1999. saw the OPENING OF A NEW
WING of the museum devoted to the ancient

site of Gordion, where the University of Penn-
sylvania Museum has conducted research for the
past half-century. (Originally scheduled for Sep-
tember 18, the opening festivities were postponed
due to the devastating earthquake that hit Turkey
in August.) Yener Yilmaz, President of the Gor-
dion Foundation and an Overseer of the UPM,
and [lhan Temizsoy, Director of the Museum

of Anatolian Civilizations in Ankara, had recog-
nized the need for a major expansion of the small
existing facility and worked together to secure the
necessary funds.

Constructed and furnished with display cases
using contributions from, among others, the
Ministry of Culture of Turkey, The Boeing
Company, and Lockheed Martin Corporation,
the new building has more than doubled the
available exhibit space. The renovated and rein-
stalled exhibition encompasses 30 display cases
housing some 800 artifacts that tell the history
of ancient Gordion from the Early Bronze Age
to Roman times. It emphasizes the 8th century
BC Phrygian period, when the renowned Midas
Tumulus was erected. Curated by Dr. G. Ken-
neth Sams of the UPM’s Gordion Project, the
exhibit was designed by John Russick of the Chi-

cago Historical Society.

Conservator Cricket Harbeck installs objects

for the new exhibit in the Gordion Museum.

Photo by Jessica S. Johnson



