FROM THE ARCHIVES

Borneo and Beyond: The Adventures
of Furness, Harrison, and Hiller

B etween 1895 and 1903, three young men affiliated with the
University of Pennsylvania undertook several expeditions to the
mysterious world of the Far East. Their principal destination was the
island of Borneo, where Western civilization was just beginning to exert its influenc;e.
Their goal was to traverse the interior and collect ethnological objects and natural his-
tory specimens for the University of Pennsylvania Museum. But the travels of William
Henry Furness 111, Alfred C. Harrison, Jr., and Hiram M. Hiller did not stop there.
In five long trips over seven years they made their way around the world twice and
visited at least twenty countries, mainly in East Asia, including India, Japan, China,
Burma, Thailand, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), and Russia. They made ethnographic studies of
the Dayaks in Borneo, the Nagas in Assam, India, and the Ainu of Japan.
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Tegang, a young Kayan (Dayak) warrior who offered his

A tattooed Burmese villager posing with sword and services to Harrison and Hiller in Dutch West Borneo,

cigar in the studio of P. Klier, Rangoon, ca. 1898. 1897. Photograph by Alfred C. Harrison, |r.
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House of the Angami Naga, Assam, India. Photograph by
Furness, Harrison, and Hiller, 1899.

A young Ainu man on Hokkaido Island, Japan, 1901. Photo-
graph by Hiram M. Hiller.

Archives. The journals detail the young men’s
adventures, as well as their ethnographic
observations, and include drawings and linguistic
notes. They often took their own photographs
when visiting remote areas, but they also bought
many commercially produced pictures.

Furness, Harrison, and Hiller were not
professional anthropologists, but in the spirit
of the times they believed that a sense of ad-
venture and purpose befitted young men of
their station. Their journeys were also char-
acterized by self-discovery and experiments in
self-expression—in Japan, for example, they had
themselves adorned with tattoos. The tangible
legacy of their journeys is the collections pre-
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Red Square, Moscow, in 1898. St. Basel's cathedral is in the
center background, the Kremlin is on the right. Contrary to
popular belief, Red Square takes its name from the Russian
word for beautiful, rather than being a political reference.

The ancient costume of the Kandyans, the inhabitants of

Ceylon (Sri Lanka), replete with cummerbunds, finger rings,
and daggers. Photograph by C.T. Scowen, ca. |1898.

served to this day in the Museum. The artifacts,
photographs, and written records are another
part of this legacy, reminders of the peoples and
places they visited which continue to speak to us
more than one hundred years later.
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