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Widener Lecture HaLL to  
reopen in Spring 2013

Thanks to a magnificent lead gift from Ingrid A. and Donald 

C. Graham, and deeply generous additional support from A. 

Bruce and Margaret Mainwaring, Widener Lecture Hall will 

undergo a full restoration and reopen, fully climate controlled 

and with state-of-the-art audio-visual facilities, in spring 2013. 

The largest lecture hall on the University of Pennsylvania cam-

pus when it opened as part of the Museum’s original build-

ing in 1899, Widener Hall was lost to public view several 

decades ago when it was used first as offices for faculty in the 

Anthropology Department, and then as a woodshop for the 

Museum’s Exhibits Department. Following the renovation 

designed by Samuel Anderson Architects of New York City, 

Widener Lecture Hall will accommodate approximately 190 

people on the main floor and in a third floor balcony for lec-

tures and performances; it will also be available for Museum, 

University, and private events, seating up to 110 for dinner on 

the main floor and stage.

MAYA 2012: Lords of TiMe exHibition 
WinS neH aWard

Lead support for the Penn Museum’s MAYA 2012: Lords 

of Time exhibition is provided by a major grant from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the 

human endeavor. Penn Museum was honored to be selected 

for a maximum award implementation grant of $400,000—

$200,000 outright and $200,000 in federal matching funds—

through the highly competitive, panel-reviewed program. 

MAYA 2012: Lords of Time was developed by Loa Traxler, 

Curator; Simon Martin, Co-Curator, and an exhibition 

team led by Kate Quinn, Director of Exhibits. It was based 

on Dr. Traxler’s original exhibition concept “The Ancient 

Maya City,” funded by a planning grant from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities awarded in July 2009. The 

planning grant made it possible for the Museum Exhibition 

Team and the Exhibition Advisory Team, including scholars 

from Honduras and throughout the United States, to meet 

in Philadelphia and Copan, further strengthening the strong 

international partnerships among the academic experts whose 

scholarship informs the project.

neW cLaSSroom programS promote 
coLLaborative Learning

School children in kindergarten through ninth grade are 

thinking like archaeologists and exploring their creativity 

at the Penn Museum. In November 2011, the Community 

Engagement Department unveiled a classroom dedicated 

exclusively to its expanded field trip offerings. The classroom, 

constructed with donated funds from long-time support-

ers Annette Merle-Smith and Josephine Klein, is designed to 

accommodate arts-based and presentation-style program-

ming. The highlight of the room is the SMART Board, a 

People, Places, Projects

this rendering by Samuel anderson architects shows a cross-section of 
the soon-to-be renovated Widener Lecture Hall. 
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large touch-screen whiteboard programmed for collaborative 

and interactive learning. For a complete listing of Classroom 

Workshop and Art and Artifact Workshop program offerings, 

browse the 2011–2012 Trip Planner at: http://penn.museum/

documents/penn_museum_trip_planner.pdf

FamiLy Second SundayS program 
oFFerS HandS-on activitieS

Children and their families are expressing their creativity, 

exploring the galleries in engaging ways, and investigating 

touchable artifacts at the Penn Museum. The inaugural pro-

gram, entitled Family Second Sundays, welcomes visitors to 

drop in for crafts and activities on the second Sunday of each 

month through April 2012. From October through January, 

this intimate program welcomed approximately 120 visi-

tors, many of whom were first-time visitors to the Museum. 

The program is coordinated by Program Manager Jennifer 

Reifsteck and volunteers. All activities are free with Museum 

admission donation. 
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Jennifer reifsteck, School programs manager, works with students using 
the museum’s new Smart board. 

Williams Director’s Circle ($50,000 and above)
Donald C. and Ingrid A. Graham
Barbara D. and Michael J. Kowalski
A. Bruce and Margaret R. Mainwaring
Charles K. Williams II, Ph.D.

Williams Director’s Circle ($25,000–$49,999)
Peter G. Gould and Robin M. Potter
Curtis S. Lane and Stacey Rosner Lane, Esq.
Bernard and Lisa Selz 
Gregory A. Weingarten
Jeffrey Weiss and Jill Topkis Weiss

Platinum Circle ($10,000–$24,999)
Lois and Robert M. Baylis
Cummins Catherwood, Jr.,  
  and Susan Catherwood

Winnie Chin and Michael Feng
David T. Clancy and McCarroll Sibley
Greg Danilow and Susan F. Danilow, Esq.
Betty S. Gerstley, M.D.
Janet F. Haas, M.D., and John O. Haas
Jacqueline W. Hover and John C. Hover II
Diane von Schlegell Levy and Robert M. Levy
Bonnie Verbit Lundy and Joseph E. Lundy, Esq.
Gail P. Manning and Frederick J. Manning, Esq.
Annette Merle-Smith
Carlos L. and Renee Nottebohm
Adolf A. Paier and Geraldine Paier, Ph.D.
Frances and John R. Rockwell
Douglas C. Walker
Schuy Wood and Theodore V. Wood, Jr.
Mo and Nanou Zayan

Victor Balmos 
wears a replica 
Corinthian helmet 
and bronze greaves 
at Greek Vase 
Family Sunday. 

Penn Museum is pleased to take this opportu-
nity to acknowledge the following members of 
the Loren Eiseley Leadership Giving Society at 
the very highest Williams Director and Platinum 
Circle levels. The Loren Eiseley Leadership Giving 
Society recognizes individual donors who pro-
vide annual, unrestricted support of the Penn 
Museum’s operations of $1,500 or more.


