
2     volume 54,  number 2   expedition

williams director

Julian Siggers, Ph.D.

williams directors emeritus

Robert H. Dyson, Jr., Ph.D.
Jeremy A. Sabloff, Ph.D.

chief operating officer

Melissa P. Smith, CFA

chief of staff to the williams director

James R. Mathieu, Ph.D.

director of development

Amanda Mitchell-Boyask

associate deputy director

Loa P. Traxler, Ph.D.

merle-smith director of  
community engagement

Jean Byrne

director of exhibitions

Kathleen Quinn

associate director  
for administration

Alan Waldt

expedition staff

editor

Jane Hickman, Ph.D.

associate editor

Jennifer Quick

subscriptions manager

Maureen Goldsmith

expedition intern

Lauren Liedel

advisory board  
Clark L. Erickson, Ph.D.
Maureen Goldsmith
Jaesok Kim, Ph.D.
Pam Kosty
James R. Mathieu, Ph.D.
Amanda Mitchell-Boyask
Janet M. Monge, Ph.D.
Alessandro Pezzati
Kathleen Quinn
C. Brian Rose, Ph.D.

design

Anne Marie Kane
Imogen Design
www.imogendesign.com

printing

Conner Printing, Inc.

T
he last several months have been a time of transition for the Penn 

Museum. Richard Hodges, Williams Director since the fall of 2007, 

departed in June to assume the presidency of the American University 

of Rome. In July, Julian Siggers became the 11th Director of the 

Museum. Dr. Siggers is an archaeologist with extensive museum 

experience, having most recently served as Vice President for Programs, Education, 

and Content Communication at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto. We 

welcome him to Philadelphia and to the Penn Museum.

This has also been a time of sadness for the Museum community, as we have 

recently lost two great men. Over their many years at the Museum and in Penn’s 

Department of Anthropology, Bernard Wailes and Greg Possehl sent scores of 

Ph.D.s out into the world, all students who trained on archaeological excavations 

in Ireland and South Asia. Former students have written remembrances of Bernard 

and Greg, which appear in these pages.

The Summer issue of Expedition includes four feature articles that will take you 

from Alaska to Central America to the Amazon and then back to Philadelphia. We 

open with a story by John Cloud about a 19th century map of southeast Alaska 

created by Tlingit Indians. Lucy Fowler Williams adds to Cloud’s story with 

background on Louis Shotridge, a Tlingit native and the Museum’s only indigenous 

curator, and the story of a special Tlingit war knife. This is followed by an article by 

Peter Harrison on a great feat of Maya engineering—a water management system 

at Tikal. Then John Walker, a Penn graduate, writes about his current project on 

earthworks in the Llanos de Mojos region of Bolivia. Our last feature by Larry 

Rosen looks back at the 1950s–1960s television show What in the World?, created by 

Froelich Rainey, then Director of the Penn Museum.

In “Research Notes,” Jean Turfa writes about two most unusual objects in 

our Collection—an ancient lock of hair and a fragment of a textile—which she 

discovered in a Museum storeroom. Sometimes the most fascinating finds are the 

unexpected ones. This issue also includes book reviews by Penn students Peter 

Cobb and Paul Mitchell; “Museum Mosaic,” which will catch you up on recent 

news at the Museum; and a current Penn Museum Staff List.
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