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New ColleCtioNs study RooM oPeNs 

In March 2012, the Museum opened a new facility as part of 

an initiative to enhance accessibility to its collections. Located 

on the first floor of the Mainwaring Wing, the Collections 

Study Room serves as a laboratory where students can exam-

ine Museum objects first hand in conjunction with University 

classes. The room can accommodate up to 20 students and 

includes 5 state-of-the-art storage cabinets, a photography sta-

tion, and an interactive SMART Board. Additionally, in order 

to facilitate the increased volume of collections study, two new 

Collections Assistant positions were created in the fall of 2011. 

For inquiries about access to Museum Collections, please 

email  classuse@pennmuseum.org.

MuseuM PaRtiCiPates iN  
PhiladelPhia sCieNCe Festival 

Penn Museum’s Community Engagement Department col-

laborated with the Franklin Institute and 100 cultural and 

educational organizations to offer 14 science programs 

through the second annual Philadelphia Science Festival from 

April 20–29, 2012. The mission of the Philadelphia Science 

Festival is to showcase the impact of science and technology 

and inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers. 

Family-oriented events included Clark Park Science Discovery 

Day, where visitors replicated a floral collar worn by the 

ancient Egyptian priests who conducted the funeral of King 

Tutankhamun, and the Philadelphia Science Festival Carnival, 

People, Places, Projects

From the left, ashley scott, andrew henry, ida Pohoriljakova, vicki Chisholm, and Jeanette Nicewinter study Moche vessels from the Penn  
Museum Collection in the new Collections study Room.
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where visitors learned the science, math, and engineering of 

the ancient Maya. Eight presentations including “Why We 

Love Chocolate” and “Origins of Language” were offered 

in libraries for after school programs. Adult program high-

lights were “A Nerd’s Guide to Surviving the Apocalypse,” 

which drew over 300 attendees, and Science Connections 

Teachers’ Workshop, which featured “Imagine Africa with 

the Penn Museum.” Special thanks to Penn Museum present-

ers and volunteers Benjamin Buhl, Jean Byrne, Elin Danien, 

Prema Deshmukh, Sanjay Deshmukh, Stephanie Helle, 

Kristin Hoeberlein, Simon Martin, Paul Mitchell, Stephen 

Phillips, Elizabeth Potens, Jennifer Reifsteck, Kathleen Ryan, 

and Michael Sheinberg for making the Philadelphia Science 

Festival fun, educational, and exciting for all.  

Celebrating 30 Years of the Loren 
Eiseley Leadership Giving Society 

Not only does 2012 commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the Penn Museum’s founding, but it 
also marks the 30th anniversary of the creation of the 
prestigious Loren Eiseley Leadership Giving Society.

The Loren Eiseley Leadership Giving Society (LES) 
recognizes donors of $1,500 or more to the Penn 
Museum’s annual operating funds. Annually, gifts 
by LES members account for more than half of 
all operational support donated by individuals.  
In turn, members enjoy the greatest accessibility 
to the Museum’s Collection and staff through 
exclusive privileges including private receptions, 
exhibition openings, and behind-the-scenes tours.

The Society serves to honor the memory of 
Loren Eiseley, the great anthropologist, poet, 
and essayist, and a long-time Penn Museum 
curator, and to sustain the Museum where he 
accomplished so much of his life’s work.

The Museum wishes to extend grateful 
acknowledgment to Co-Chairs of the Loren 
Eiseley Leadership Giving Society, past and 
present, for their guidance and service:

Bonnie Verbit Lundy, CW67 and 
Joseph E. Lundy, Esq., W65

Adolf A. Paier, W60 and Geraldine Paier, 
Ph.D., HUP66, NU68, GNU85, GR94

Missy and Robert E. McQuiston
Doctors Jean and John Kelly
Alvin P.* and Mary Bert Gutman
Dr. Earl Scott* and Ruth Scott CW47* and 
Douglas C. Walker
Lynn Mirbach Walker, V.M.D, V87
Melissa Clark Freeman*
Andrea M. Baldeck, M.D. M79, RES84 

and William M. Hollis, Jr.
Alida Lovell and Douglas G. Lovell, Jr., WG51*
Elias* and Frances Wolf*
Cornelia* and Pierre Fraley*
Betsy Z. Cohen, Esq. and Edward E. Cohen, Esq.
Elisabeth and Henry* M. Chance II, CE34 HON83

* Deceased

Penn Museum volunteer Benjamin Buhl teaches visitors about the 
Maya calendar. 



Kid CuRatoR PRogRaM 
lauNChed

Several thousand middle school 

students visit the Penn Museum on 

fieldtrips each year. In an effort to 

incorporate their unique perspec-

tives about the artifacts they see, 

the Museum has launched a proj-

ect entitled Kid Curator. Middle 

school students who visited the 

Penn Museum this past spring were 

invited to submit reactions to three 

of the Museum’s iconic ancient 

Egyptian objects: the Sphinx, the 

head of a colossal statue of Ramses 

II, and the mummy Hapi-Man. 

Of the 50 submissions, 6 student 

applicants were selected from 

the Academy in Manayunk and 

Pennwood Middle School to have 

their reactions printed onto labels 

and displayed with the objects. Kid 

Curator was funded by the “No 

Idea Is Too Ridiculous” grant and 

workshop project sponsored by 

the Heritage Philadelphia Program 

at the Pew Center for Arts and 

Heritage. 

haPPy 75th 
aNNiveRsaRy to the 
woMeN’s CoMMittee 
oF the PeNN MuseuM!

In 1937 a small group of women, 

primarily wives and relatives 

of the Penn Museum Board of 

Managers, formed the Women’s 

Committee to stimulate interest in 

the Museum’s research and educa-

tional programs, and to provide a warm and welcoming atmo-

sphere for staff and visitors.

Today, 50 members strong, the Women’s Committee works 

actively to develop and champion new programs designed to 

introduce the Museum to a wider audience, broaden its base 

of members and supporters, and help maintain its operations.

Almost every phase of Museum activity has benefited 

from Women’s Committee initiatives: research, educational 

programs, publications, collections work, and conservation. 

Programs were developed to engage a larger public, including 

lectures that showcased current research, and tours to archaeo-

logical sites with Museum scholars. The Women’s Committee 

established the Volunteer Guides program and Mobile Guides. 

They founded the first coffee shop and started the Pyramid Gift 

Shop. The Castings Committee hand-crafted reproductions of 

Museum artifacts for many years. For 30 years, the Women’s 

Committee wrote and published the Members’ “Newsletter.” 

The Committee also supported a public relations position until 

the establishment of a Public Information Office.

Over the past five years alone, the Women’s Committee 

and its members have contributed over half a million dollars 

to help support the Penn Museum in its mission. Each year, 

the  Women’s Committee provides funds for staff professional 

development, and in recent years, their contributions have 

also funded the development of and equipment for iPod audio 

tours, the refurbishment of the Kress Entrance, the restoration 

of the Upper Main Entrance doors, and underwriting for three 

free community events. Happy Anniversary, and thank you to 

the Women’s Committee!
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Members of the women’s Committee attend the dedication of the new 
upper Main entrance doors in october 2011. 

From the top, saba, Max, Zoe, Paige, Kyle, 
and gabe were the first Kid Curators.


