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MUSEUM EVENTS

RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW 

Great Voyages Lecture Series
Travel with us over exotic lands and seas in this year’s “Great Voyages” 
lecture program at the Penn Museum. The popular “Great” lecture 
series is held in the Museum’s 750-seat Harrison Auditorium on the 
first Wednesday of each month from October through June. Topics 
for “Great Voyages” cover a vast period of time and many different 
civilizations. Lecturers will discuss voyages as varied as those of the 
Odyssey, the tragic sinking of the Titanic, Darwin’s five-year voyage on 
the HMS Beagle, and Magellan’s circumnavigation of the Earth.

The search for unexplored lands is usually tied to the acquisition 
of great wisdom as well as great wealth, whether we are dealing with 
ancient Iraq, Bronze Age Greece, or the great seafarers of the 15th and 
16th centuries. The adventures experienced by the hero or explorer 
are often even more exciting than the final discoveries, and frequently 
involve monsters, battles, and overwhelming temptations. Do not miss 
what promises to be another series of great lectures! For further infor-
mation visit www.penn.museum/greatvoyages. 

OCTOBER 2
The Voyages of Chinese Explorer  
Zheng He
Dr. Adam Smith—Assistant Professor, East 
Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of 
Pennsylvania; Assistant Curator, Asian Section, 
Penn Museum.

NOVEMBER 6
Ferdinand Magellan: The First 
Circumnavigation of the Globe  
Dr. Ignacio Gallup-Diaz—Associate Professor, 
Department of History and Coordinator, 
Concentration in Latin American, Latino, and 
Iberian Peoples and Cultures, Bryn Mawr College.

DECEMBER 4
Traveler’s Tips from the  
Fourteenth Century:  
The Detours of Ibn Battuta
Dr. Paul Cobb—Associate Professor and 
Graduate Chair, Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations, University of Pennsylvania.

UPCOMING LECTURES

FALL LECTURE SERIES Pompeii 
On August 24, 79 CE, Pliny the Younger looked up and witnessed a sight 
the world would never forget. As he later wrote, “A cloud was ascending, the 
appearance of which I cannot give you a more exact description of than by 
likening it to that of a great pine tree, for it shot up to a great height in the form 
of a very tall trunk, which spread itself out at the top into a sort of branches.” 

Explore the great city of Pompeii during a four-part Sunday afternoon lecture 
series that will complement The Franklin Institute’s traveling exhibition “Pompeii,” 
opening in the fall of 2013. Penn scholars will share their insights into the history,  
geology, and culture of this ancient city, a city that has captured the imagination of 
generations of travelers. For further information, visit www.penn.museum/pompeii.


