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Centennial Celebration for a Beloved Museum Object
In October 2013, the Penn Museum 
commemorated a monumental 
event—the arrival of the colossal 
granite sphinx of Ramesses II from 
Memphis, Egypt, a century earlier. 
The Sphinx was the second largest 
ancient Egyptian monument ever 
to come to America (after New 
York’s Central Park obelisk that had 
arrived in 1881). From Memphis 
it was moved to the Suez Canal, 
then traveled by German freighter 
headed from India through Suez to a 
Philadelphia tannery, steaming up the 
Delaware River on October 7, 1913. 
At the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad cargo terminal, a huge crane 

lifted the Sphinx onto a rail car. It 
finally arrived outside the Museum 
on October 18, causing considerable 
distraction from the Penn-Brown 
football game, and had to remain on 
the sidewalk overnight, being lifted 
over the Warden Garden wall the 
following day. 

On October 
19, 2013, a century 
to the day from 
the Sphinx’s arrival 
on the grounds of 
the Penn Museum, 
this most iconic 

of artifacts was celebrated in a 
day-long event, Hijinks with the 
Sphinx—including stories, games, 
races, and even an ancient hairstyles 
demonstration. In a lecture sponsored 
by the Pennsylvania chapter of the 
American Research Center in Egypt, 
John M. Adams spoke of Theodore 

Davis, a poor country preacher’s son 
who won great wealth in Gilded Age 
New York through corruption and 
fraud, only to atone for his ruthless 
career by inventing new standards 
for systematic excavation, and by 
discovering a record 18 tombs in 
Egypt’s Valley of the Kings. 

Also in October, the Penn 
Museum unveiled Sphinxomania, 
a special display case presenting an 
astonishing array of Egypt-related 
pop culture items drawn from the 
personal collections of the Museum’s 
Egyptologists. Sphinxomania continues 
on display in the Kamin Entrance.

An online contest around a 
Portable Sphinx enabled the Sphinx 
of Ramesses II to travel outside the 
walls of the Penn Museum once 
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at right: President of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
amy gutmann with a 
Portable sphinx.

associate curator 
Jennifer houser wegner 
addresses a group at the 
centennial celebration.
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Museum Wins Awards for  
MAYA 2012 Exhibition
The Penn Museum was presented with two distinctive awards at the annual 
American Alliance of Museums conference held in Baltimore, Maryland, 
in May 2013. Kate Quinn, Director of Exhibitions and Lead Exhibition 
Designer at the Museum, accepted the two awards, presented in recognition 
of the highest standards of excellence in the use of media and technology for 
the exhibition MAYA 2012: Lords of Time. The team was presented with a 
Silver MUSE Award for Excellence in Interactive Kiosks and a Bronze MUSE 
Award for Interpretive Interactive Installation. Many Museum staff members 
attended the conference and were able to lend their support to the team.

again: visitors were encouraged to 
pick up a Portable Sphinx from one 
of the Museum’s admission desks or 
download a printable version from 
the website, take him to other great 
museums, historic sites, ballparks, 
City Hall, or another favorite spot, 
snap a photo, and post it online to 
win one of a number of prizes.

In honor of the Sphinx Centenary, 
other October events had a special 
Egypt theme, including the Young 
Friends Halloween event, The Curse of 
Tutankhamun, presented by David Sil-
verman, Curator-in-Charge, Egyptian 
Section; a Young Family Workshop 
Gallery Romp, in which 3-6 year olds 
and their favorite grown-ups made 
Egypt-themed crafts at the foot of the 
Sphinx; an “Egyptomania trivia” edi-
tion of 1st Wednesday Quizzo, and, 
of course, the always Sphinx-centered 
popular monthly sleepover pro-
gram—40 Winks with the Sphinx—
in which explorers settle down to 
spend the night under the watchful 
eyes of the big human-headed lion.

a wide range of modern “egyptian” objects 
are featured in Sphinxomania, a special 
display case at the Kamin entrance. Photo 
by Jennifer Houser Wegner.
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A Gift of Music
Among several recent acquisitions 
to the Penn Museum was a well-
documented collection of musical 
instruments originating from southern 
Africa. Consisting of 77 objects, 
they range from wind and string to 
plucked and percussion instruments. 
The collection was assembled by the 
late Dr. Thomas F. Johnston, as he 
worked in the field between 1968 and 
1970. The results of this fieldwork 
were the foundation for Johnston’s 
Master’s thesis, Ph.D. dissertation, 
and 18 peer reviewed articles. These 
publications document the native 
names and usages of these musical 
instruments, and include many 
images showing how the instruments 

were played by local people.
Dr. Johnston, the leading 

ethnomusicologist of the country,  
was a professor in the Music 
Department and in the Center 
for Cross Cultural Studies at the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, at 
the time of his death in 1994. The 
collection went to his daughter, 
Margaret E. Johnston, who made 
the donation to the Penn Museum 
in 2012. This collection, together 
with approximately 4,000 additional 
ethnographic and archaeological 
musical instruments spread over seven 
curatorial sections, is accessible 
online and available for further 
study and research.
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above: Joel ngoveni plays his xizambi or notched 
friction bow (shown at top) for his wife and a group 
of children. Photo courtesy Margaret E. Johnston 
for Dr. Thomas F. Johnston. The instrument is made 
up of three parts: from top, the nala (palm leaf) 
(museum object #2012-31-55), bow (museum 
object #2012-31-50), and fahlwana (rattlestick) 
(museum object #2012-31-38a).

left: other instruments donated to the museum 
include (clockwise, from top left) a ngoma or 
conical, double-sided drum (museum object 
#2012-31-12); a ramkie or guitar made from a 
shell motor oil can (museum object #2012-31-
18); and a marhonge or anklet rattle made from 
four rows of dried fruit shells (museum object 
#2012-31-34).
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Connecting the Dots between  
Ancient and Modern Cultures
In 1994, I moved to the Philadelphia 
area from Athens, Greece. Because of 
my degree in Archaeology and my af-
finity for museums, I was drawn to the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, and 
began working there as a volunteer 
soon after my arrival in the United 
States. As a native speaker for the In-
ternational Classroom, I have happily 
maintained a connection to the Mu-
seum ever since.

Museums are constantly evolving, 
and over the past 20 years, I have 
seen the Penn Museum (and most 
museums throughout the world) 
undergo a transformation from stately 
cultural “banks” to user-friendly 
and highly accessible educational 
institutions. I strongly believe the 

International Classroom is one of 
the most vital, vibrant, and valuable 
programs offered by any museum 
in service to the mission of the 
institution, to provide education and 
engage in community outreach. The 
International Classroom program 
accomplishes these goals and so 
much more. This program not only 
provides contact and connection to 
the Museum’s collection but also, very 
importantly, context.

Native speakers are the heart and 
soul of the International Classroom at 
the Penn Museum. The speakers have 
intimate knowledge of their home 
countries: the history, the culture, 
and daily life in the modern era. They 
are able to share their own unique 
experience and connect the dots 

between history books, the artifacts in 
the Museum’s collection, and different 
ways of life around the world. 
Students of all ages who have the 
opportunity to attend a native speaker 
presentation gain the experience of 
having the history they study come to 
life in an interactive and dynamic way. 

—Kyriakoula Micha

Kyriakoula micha engages a group of middle school 
students in a discussion about ancient and modern 
greek culture and language.

Fieldwork at gordion in 
Turkey continued during 
the summer of 2013, under 
the direction of c. brian 
rose, curator-in-charge, 
Mediterranean section. here 
the staff stands in front of the 
new pottery depot, or Çanak 
Palas, with Tumulus MM on 
the left in the distance. Photo 
courtesy GGH.
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Jewelry Design Council at the Museum
On September 19, Dr. Jane Hickman, 
at the request of the Penn Museum 
Women’s Committee, gave a behind-
the-scenes tour to members of the 
American Jewelry Design Council. The 
group enjoyed a rare glimpse of en-

graved gems from the Sommerville Col-
lection, gold plaques and jewelry from 
the Maikop Treasure, objects recovered 
from a 1940 excavation in Sitio Conte 
(Panama), and silver necklaces and belts 
from the American Southwest. They 

also examined jewelry currently on dis-
play in the Iraq’s Ancient Past exhibition, 
the Rome and the Etruscan Galleries, 
and the Africa Gallery. The designers 
were inspired by the Museum’s ancient 
treasures and plan to return soon.
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above: members of the Jewelry design council and the museum’s women’s 
committee examine jewelry in a special behind-the-scenes tour. at right: 
Jane hickman, Penn museum; designers Barbara heinrich Krapf, mollie 
morrow, michael good, anthony lent, rochelle lent, david lent, and Karen 
Jordan good; and nancy Tabas, chair of the women’s committee. 

Welcome New Overseers
At its September 2013 meeting, the 
Board of Overseers was pleased to 
welcome two new members: William 

L. Conrad and Will Potter, WG88. 
Bill Conrad, of Haverford, Penn-

sylvania, is senior vice president of 
Delaware Investments in Center City 
Philadelphia. He and his wife Joanne, 
C79, are longtime members and co-
chairs of the Loren Eiseley Leadership 
Giving Society and parents of alumna 
Quincy Conrad. Joanne is also a 
longtime member of the Women’s 
Committee and was co-chair of the 
Treasures 2012 Sale and Show.

Will Potter, of Scarsdale, New York, 
is managing director and senior portfolio 
manager at Palisades Capital Manage-
ment in Manhattan. Will is a collector 

of fine art photography and a passionate 
fan of the Penn Museum since his stu-
dent days, which culminated in a gradu-
ation ceremony in the China Rotunda. 
He and his wife Joanne, also WG88, 
met at Wharton and renewed their con-
nection with the Penn Museum when 
they donated an outstanding collection 
of silver gelatin prints by noted photog-
raphers in Fall 2012.

new museum overseer will Potter 
(left) with Bruce mainwaring. Photo 
by L.C. Kelley.

new museum overseer Bill conrad and his wife 
Joanne conrad. Photo by L.C. Kelley.
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Embark on a Culinary Expedition
Have you ever wandered through the 
Greece Gallery and wondered what role 
the bull’s head rhyton played in ancient 
wine ritual? Ever passed by the seed jars 
of the Hopi people and imagined what 
it must have been like to have a strong 
spiritual connection with the land you 
cultivate? Ever wanted to dine in the 
luxurious style of the Roman elite? Part 
of the magic of the Penn Museum is 
its ability to transport you to different 
times and cultures as you stroll through 
the galleries. Soon, we will have a new 
“take home” version of that experience 
available to members and guests. Cur-
rently in production, Culinary Expedi-
tions: A Celebration of Food and Culture 
Inspired by Penn Museum Treasures car-
ries intellectual curiosity to a new level 
and offers readers the opportunity to 
explore the world, one bite at a time.

Produced by the Women’s Com-
mittee to benefit the Penn Museum, 
Culinary Expeditions covers eight dif-

ferent cultural areas that are represent-
ed in the Museum’s collection: Africa, 
Asia, Egypt, Greece, Mesoamerica, the 
Middle (Near) East, Native America, 
and Rome. Each section showcases 
cultural information about a different 
cuisine and provides approximately 
ten traditional recipes. Ranging from 
appetizers and soups to main courses, 
sauces, and sweets, our new book 
offers a wide variety of tastes from 
around the world. We have included 
to the right just one recipe from the 
Native American section of the book 
for a wonderful winter dish: Acorn 
Squash with Black Walnuts. 

To reserve your copy of Culinary 
Expeditions, which will be published 
by May 2014 at a price of $25 (plus 
shipping and handling), contact Ar-
deth Anderson at ardeth@sas.upenn.
edu or by phone at 215.898.9202. All 
proceeds from the sale of the books 
will benefit the Penn Museum. Ä

left: The cover of the women’s committee’s 
new beautifully illustrated book includes 
images of ancient and modern apples. on 
the left are golden apples from the royal 
Tombs at Ur. above: This sample 2-page 
spread highlights a bull’s head rhyton (a 
drinking vessel) from our greek collection and 
describes aspects of greek cuisine.

Acorn Squash with  
Black Walnuts
The maple-walnut flavor of the 
simple filling permeates the 
succulent flesh of the squash and 
makes this a go-to recipe for a 
winter menu. common walnuts 
could be substituted, but never 
compromise on the maple syrup!

Ingredients
3 acorn squash
½ cup pure maple syrup
3 tablespoons butter, at room 

temperature
3 tablespoons finely chopped  

black walnuts
¼ teaspoon salt

Preparation
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

cut squash in half, lengthwise, 
and remove seeds.

mix syrup, butter, black walnuts, 
and salt to form a paste.

Place squash in baking dish. add a 
dollop of maple paste to each half.

Bake 45 minutes or until lightly 
browned and fork tender.


