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Handbook to Roman 
Legionary Fortresses was 
authored by a renowned 
scholar of Roman military 
history. M.C. Bishop, 
who is also the founder 
of the Journal of Roman 
Military Equipment Stud-
ies, aimed to produce a 
reference work that he 
wished he had had for his 
own research. Bishop’s 
Handbook will be useful 

to anyone with an interest in ancient military history.
The book contains a preface, eight thematic chapters, 

two gazetteers, which occupy most of the book, and five 
appendices. The preface outlines, in a clear and concise 
way, what the reader should expect from the book. It 
emphasizes the utility of this kind of sourcebook, while 
pointing the reader to other useful resources, such as 
Roman Legionary Fortresses 27 BC–AD 378 by Duncan 
Campbell (2006), which provide a more analytical ap-
proach to the subject of ancient militarism. Brief but 
fundamental observations on methodology and existing 
documentation are also provided in the preface. 

The introduction defines terminology used throughout 
the book. For example, a legionary fortress is defined in terms 
of size and function. It would have been helpful if this section 
had pointed out the differences between the Roman military 
presence in the eastern and western parts of the empire. 

Chapters 2 and 3 briefly sketch the history of legions and 
the development of legionary bases. In the next two chapters, 
Bishop describes the outer defensive installations and the 

internal organization of a legionary base. Infrastructures such 
as roads and water supplies are addressed in Chapter 6, while 
Chapter 7 describes other extramural buildings such as am-
phitheaters, exercise grounds, and cemeteries. Finally, Chapter 
8 addresses the issues of finding a suitable location and the 
construction and dismantling of a legionary base. 

Chapter 9 contains two gazetteers arranged alphabeti-
cally. Gazetteer A lists the fortresses belonging to the Classical 
period, while Gazetteer B includes those from late antiquity. 
Specific dates for the two periods are not clearly outlined, and 
a single catalogue would probably have been easier to consult. 
Locations, topography, geography, dimensions, ancient 
sources, and a modern bibliography are provided. For most 
of the sites, the author presents a newly drawn plan provid-
ing much needed context for the images in the book. The 
catalogue provided by the author is complete and concise. 
The appendices provide a timeline for legionary movements, 
a glossary, a list derived from the Notitia Dignitatum, an 
explanation for why certain sites were not included, and an 
introduction to the website which is intended as a companion 
for the book (www.legionaryfortresses.info). The excluded 
sites are auxiliary forts and other smaller military installations. 
Although such inclusions in the catalogue would have been 
very helpful, it would have caused the book to double in size. 
The website provides better visual data, bibliography by site, 
and useful links. Despite the author’s wish that the book and 
the website should be independent from one another, more 
readable maps and larger plans induce the reader to use the 
website for a better grasp of geographical contexts and details.

Given the author’s stated goal of producing a reference 
work, the volume accomplishes this task well. A larger map 
would have made it even stronger and contributed to clarity 
of presentation. Handbook to Roman Legionary Fortresses is 
suitable for a wide range of audiences. The researcher will 
find useful data and references while the amateur will glean a 
solid foundation of knowledge, supported by rich detail. All 
readers will appreciate the associated website.
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