
Introduction to Andean Textile Studies 

May 28th- June 2nd, 2017 

 

This summer, the Penn Museum and the Center for the Analysis of Archaeological Materials 

(CAAM) will offer an intensive, six-day course in the analysis and reproduction of archaeological 

textiles from the Andean region. Visits to the collections and laboratories will be complemented 

by illustrated lectures and hands-on instruction in several ancient production techniques. 

Students will learn to identify, analyze, and document the features of ancient textiles (fiber, 

spin/ply composition, color, weave structure, iconography) by examining archaeological 

examples from various sites in Peru from the Penn Museum’s collection, and by learning how to 

spin and weave the Andean way.  

The structure of the course closely follows the stages of textile production and analysis; we 

begin on Sunday afternoon with a visit to a local alpaca farm to learn about the role of camelid 

species in Andean life. On Monday and Tuesday we engage in close analysis of the fundamental 

element of textile production- the yarn- with workshops and laboratories on fiber 

identification, dyeing techniques and chemistry, and hand spinning. The rest of the week will be 

spent “on the loom”, learning to recognize and reproduce the various woven structures 

developed in the Andes, including plain weaves, tapestry, warp-faced weaves, brocade, and 

double cloth. At the end of the week, we will visit the Penn Museum’s conservation 

laboratories to learn about textile conservation, finish our woven samplers and remove them 

from the looms, and discuss post-loom techniques including embroidery, applique, garment 

construction, and edge finishes. Throughout the week, this textile instruction will be 

complemented by a basic introduction to the major cultural periods of the prehistoric Andes, 

with special attention to the predominant structural and iconographic styles of the primary 

cultural groups. 

Course prerequisites:  

No prior experience is required, and instruction is flexible enough to accommodate novice and 

experienced weavers and archaeologists. This course is ideally suited for graduate students in 

Andean archaeology, museum professionals, and textile enthusiasts with an academic bent.  

 



Summer 2017 Textile Course 

Proposed Schedule 

 

Sunday, 5/28  

Afternoon I Meet & Greet at the Penn Museum 

  

Afternoon II Field Trip: White Horse Alpaca Farm  

  

Evening Dinner at Inka Wall Restaurant 

 

Monday, 5/29  

Morning I Lecture: The Beginnings of Andean Civilization 

  

Morning II Lab: Fiber identification 

  

Afternoon I Lab: Yarn analysis 

  

Afternoon II Workshop: Hand spinning 

 

Tuesday, 5/30  

Morning I Lecture: The Coast 

  

Morning II Workshop: Dyeing  

  

Afternoon I Lab: Basics of Textile Analysis 

  

Afternoon II Workshop: Warping the Loom/Plain weaves 

 

Wednesday, 5/31  

Morning I Lecture: The Highlands 

  

Morning II Workshop: Twill & Brocade 

  

Afternoon I Workshop: Tapestry Weaves 

  

Afternoon II Lab: Identifying Woven Structures 

  

Evening Guest lecture by contemporary fiber artist 

 

Thursday, 6/1  

Morning I Lecture: The Inka Empire 



  

Morning II Workshop: Warp-faced Weaves 

  

Afternoon Workshop: Finishing the samplers 

 

Friday, 6/2  

Morning I Lecture: Continuing the Tradition in the Contemporary Andes 

  

Morning II Lab: Conservation of Organic Materials 

  

Afternoon Lab: Final survey of Andean textile techniques 

  

Evening Group Dinner and Certificates 

 


