
Ancient Egyptian Math1

The ancient Egyptians had hieroglyphs to 
represent letter sounds, whole words, parts 
of words, and even complex ideas. They 
also had symbols to represent numerals. 

The ancient Egyptians had to be pretty good 
at math too! Think of all those pyramids, 
tombs, sphinxes, massive statues, and palaces 
that they were famous for building. You can’t 
make any of that stuff without mathematics.  
You also need math to trade goods and 
measure the land for planting crops.

Look at the symbols above to see how the 
ancient Egyptians wrote their numerals. Take 
a guess at what the numeral below and on the 
left is. Hint! Read the numeral from left to 
right. The larger numbers always come first.

Let’s work it out! The       stands for 10 and the         
  stands for the numeral 7. So 10 plus 

7 equals 17.  The number is 17!

Let’s try another one. Use the chart on this 
page to help you figure out the number to  
the left:

Look at each symbol carefully. What amount 
does each one represent? Look at the value of 
each symbol underneath of it to help you read 
this numeral. The numeral is 1,113.

content

 1,000      100            10       3



Ancient Egyptian Math2

Just as our numerals have names, so do ancient Egyptian numerals. For example, when 
we talk about the numeral 1,000 we say the words one thousand.  Study the symbols to 
learn what to call the numerals of the ancient Egyptians. 

 

Problem Solving 
Now that you know all of the symbols for ancient Egyptian numerals, try a little ancient 
Egyptian numeral translation. See if you can read the following numerals. Write the 
numeral in standard form in the spaces provided.

Write your answer here. _____________________________________________________________________

Write your answer here. _____________________________________________________________________
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One (1) is 
a stroke.  

Ten (10) is a 
hobble for 

cattle.

One hundred 
(100) is a coil 

of rope.

One 
thousand 

(1,000) is a 
lotus plant.

Ten thousand 
(10,000) is a 

finger.

One hundred 
thousand 

(100,000) is a 
frog.

One million 
(1,000,000) is 
an Egyptian 

god.



Write your answer here. _________________________________________________________________

Write your answer here. _________________________________________________________________

Write your answer here. _________________________________________________________________
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