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Although it is suggested that this marble bust
from the y Museum’s collectior 18
found Cyprus, the pleasant-looking young
man I sented cannot thus far be identified.
The very >nce of his portrait shows that his
family had some social s but his family name
and the personal name ch his parents and
school friends knew him are now lost or hidden
in remnants of historical records. Yet a few per-
sonal rcnmrka may h'e made about him.
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Udll\ UI J\nnnulh the 1.mmIL ni Ih emperor Ha-
drian. itinous was of Greek extraction, living
in Bithynia in Turk )
well have lived in some eastern Greek province of
the empire. But it is wrong to call him a boy, for
an unquestionable beard has begun to grow along
his cheek and jaw line. He must be in his late
teens. This was an important time of his life since
he had already been recognized as an adult at the
age of fifteen and now he was growing his first
beard. Such a young man did not wait until the
first down became embarrassi )
then shave it off. He delayed this major o]

Then it became

Nero waited until he was twenty-twc
old, but what a memorable time he h
1 his blond-red beard, collected every

g /hich had
been carefully p];mncd for this day. It was called
the Juvenalia, the Celebration of Youth. But
Ner ems to have considered some sort of a
contrast rather appropriate and one wealthy
matron in her ei en t(_)urag_cd to do a
pantomimic dance, of noble
vere expected to p: unupdlu. in some entertaining
performance. R dless of age or health th:.\
had to dance, sing, or exp :
talents in the arts. Fearful of the young emperor’s
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displeasure and h: |\|n=' been notified of this event
Iuiuu}mnd its had hired teachers or
themsel

e to bed
inger tips
Id the pluctrum

kmu ]\u strings. And all of
ro had his first
t night, when all of the agony was
everybody was entertained at dinner.
around on boats in the Naumachia built mc
than a half century earlier Augustus,
tried to enjoy the agant dishes prepared by
' ' the emperor sailed out
o the Tiber at midni
hopt.d that he would dr
ly remembered their histo -
that Rome had never seen its first Sicilian b
three hundred and fifty-nine vyears before.
rnm.h as they revered the memory of Scipio
icanus the Younger, they p buld have
criticized him for making the daily s] /e PC
The unknown young man in marble m
have recalled much about early Roman his
but for him it v not very important. S
after his portrait was carved he would sha
beard. The hair would be placed in a container
on the household shrine and within the family
there would be a private celebration fully as im-
rtant as anything Nero had planned. 2,




