
Mysterious Mummified Animal

  The Penn Museum is lucky to have a 
large collection of mummified animals.  
These preserved creatures can teach us 
about the beliefs of people who lived 
thousands of years ago.

Museum conservators work to keep 
these priceless pieces of history 
preserved for future generations.  
Conservator Molly Gleeson came across 
a tiny mummified animal in the 
collection.  It was so small it could fit in 
her hand!  She didn't know what animal 
was inside. She couldn't remove the 
wrapping because the fabric would 
crumble.  Luckily, the Penn Museum has 
an x-ray machine which Molly used to 
see the animal inside without disturbing 
the wrappings.

This tiny mummy is about 2″ wide and 5″ long, 
and easily fits into the palm of a hand!

Adapted from the Penn Museum’s In the Artifact Lab Blog: 
https://www.penn.museum/sites/artifactlab/2015/05/01/a-tiny-mystery-mummy/



Molly and her colleagues were expecting to find a skeleton of a bird, a 
cat, or a crocodile because they knew that those animals were 
commonly mummified in ancient Egypt.  But, when the x-ray of the tiny 
animal appeared, the team was puzzled.  They wondered, could it be…. 
a dog?  The conservators needed help, so they invited zooarchaeologist 
Dr. Kate Moore to take a look.

Dr. Moore spent some time looking at the images, and then looking at 
some x-ray images of modern immature dogs (puppies!). Even for an 
expert, it was hard to identify the animal because it did not appear to 
have teeth and only one leg was visible in the x-ray.   However, based on 
the length of this animal’s snout, Dr. Moore concluded that the mystery 
animal is indeed a puppy, who most likely died shortly after it was born.

An x-ray image of the tiny mummified animal.  
The mummified bundle is only about 5 inches long!

A dog sleeping on the beach in a 
similar position!



While we mostly associate cats with ancient Egypt, mummified dogs 
were not uncommon.  In fact, the god of mummification, Anubis, was 
depicted as having a jackal (wild dog) head and millions of mummified 
dogs have been found in tunnels located about an hour south of the 
Great Pyramid of Giza.   

Why do you think the ancient Egyptians mummified animals?

Pictures of Anubis, the god of mummification




